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Binghamton City School District
164 Hawley Street,  P.O. Box 2126
Binghamton, NY  13902-2126

Summer 2022 A letter from 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson
Dear Binghamton Families,

The 2021-2022 school year is officially behind us, and I would 
like to congratulate our staff, students, and families on their 
ongoing commitment to our schools and the Binghamton 

community. I am grateful to everyone who contributes to our district’s success, 
and to all the students who give us hope. This year presented challenges that far 
exceeded what was anticipated, but with these challenges came new learning,  
growth, and solutions. I am very proud of what each and every student and employee 
has accomplished. Our students deserve the best, and their efforts to be their very 
best selves are valued and noticed.

June is always a whirlwind of a month, filled with so many year-end celebrations, 
complete with smiling faces and some happy tears. It was especially wonderful 
to bring Binghamton High School’s graduation back to the Visions Veterans  
Memorial Arena for the first time since before the pandemic, to celebrate the 
incredible Class of 2022.  In this issue of BToday, you will enjoy photos from 
those memorable celebrations. 

You will learn about the trailblazing Binghamton High School girls flag football 
team, who defeated Union-Endicott to become the sport’s first-ever Section IV 
Champions. On Aug. 21, the Patriots will have the incredible opportunity to play 
Section I’s representative during halftime of the New York Giants’ preseason 
game at MetLife Stadium. We could not be prouder of, or more excited for, these 
remarkable young ladies.

Even our youngest students are capable of truly remarkable acts of care and  
courage. You will read the awe-inspiring story of how David Diaz Jr., a second 
grader at Wilson Elementary, leapt into action to help a classmate in need this 
spring. David is truly a hero, and a shining example of what it means to be a Patriot. 

I am eager to experience and participate in all the positive progress that awaits us 
in our next school year. I hope the summer will be a fulfilling and a safe one for 
our students and families. You all deserve it!
 
 
With Patriot Pride,
   
 
 
 
Dr. Tonia Thompson
Superintendent of Schools

   “Our students deserve 
the best, and their 
efforts to be their 

very best selves are 
valued and noticed. 

 
 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson

Board of Education
Brian Whalen, president
Steve Seepersaud, vice president
Timothy Ames 
Korin L. Kirk 
Ashley Montalvo
Dr. Albert Penna 
Liza Beautz Turner

Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Tonia Thompson

Writing-Editing-Layout-Design
Broome-Tioga BOCES  
Office of Communications & Public Relations

“



3

BHS senior advocates for
Tourette Syndrome  
awareness

Recent Binghamton High School graduate Kellen Orlando 
spent much of his senior year advocating for awareness for 
Tourette Syndrome. 

Orlando lives with Tourette Syndrome that is often stigmatized 
and misunderstood. This spring, he attended the Tourette 
National Conference in Minneapolis and has participated in a 
Congressional lobbying day in Washington D.C. over the past 
three years.

Orlando says Tourette Syndrome is about more than just motor 
and vocal ticks, and often involves depression, ADHD, and 
anxiety as well. His advocacy, and meeting with others with 
Tourette’s, has helped to build his self-confidence.

“I feel that the more people learn about Tourette’s, if they’re able 
to get more knowledge about it, the more understanding people 
will become,” he said.

Orlando has also given presentations to classmates to raise 
awareness. At his request, County Executive Jason Garnar 
proclaimed June 4 as Tourette Syndrome Advocacy Day in 
Broome County. 

Pictured above: Binghamton High School graduate Kellen Orlando

Celebrating the Binghamton  
High School Class of 2022
Congratulations to Binghamton High School’s Class of 2022! 
For the first time prior to the pandemic, Binghamton High 
School’s graduation returned to its traditional venue, the  
Visions Veterans Memorial Arena on June 26, 2022. 

Of our 280 graduates, 105 of graduated with honors, meaning 
that they have completed their coursework with a GPA of 87 
or higher, and 27 were members of the National Honor Soci-
ety. Two achieved the incredible goal of graduating with a full 
International Baccalaureate Diploma. 

In his speech, principal Kevin Richman shared personal stories 
about members of the graduating class. Some students over-
came significant medical battles, and even became advocates 
for the causes that impacted them personally. Others had to 
adapt to a new country and learn a new language to achieve 
academic success. Many students started and completed their 
schooling right here in the Binghamton City School District 
and graduated surrounded by the teachers and mentors who 
have watched them grow up over the past 13 years. Regardless 
of their individual journeys, all students in attendance earned 
the sacred right to walk across the floor of the arena, receive 
their diploma, and turn their tassels at this dignified ceremony. 

District Superintendent Dr. Tonia Thompson left the graduates 
with final words of encouragement. 

“I hope you always remember where you began, what you 
overcame, and all of those who helped you get where you are 
today,” Thompson said. “Wherever you go from here, choose 
an environment that is one you truly want to be a part of - an 
environment that inspires you to learn and grow, and moti-
vates you to be a better version of yourself.”

E C O M E 
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Wilson celebrates student hero
We could not be Patriot Prouder of our student hero, Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School second grader David Diaz Jr.

In early May, Diaz was eating lunch when his friend, a classmate named 
De-Andre Watson, started choking on his food. Without hesitation, Diaz 
leapt to his feet, performed the Heimlich maneuver on Watson and ulti-
mately, his friend stopped choking.

“I knew in my brain that I didn’t want my friend to die,” Diaz said. “If some-
one you know is hurting it’s always good to think and help save others.”

“I am so impressed with this little guy to think to even try this,” second 
grade teacher Kristin Korba said. “It really warms my heart and speaks vol-
umes about our students.”

BCSD Superintendent Dr. Tonia Thompson and State Senator Fred Akshar 
paid a visit to Diaz’s classroom on Monday, June 13. Diaz was presented 
with a New York State Senate Commendation Award for his heroic action. 

BHS earns No Place for Hate designation
Following recent acts of violence and hate in Uvalde, Texas and Buffalo, it is more important now than 
ever before for schools and educators to teach our children about respect, inclusion, bias, and bigotry. 
We are proud to announce that Binghamton High School has earned designation as a No Place for Hate 
school for the third consecutive year. 

By completing specific activities and initiatives throughout the school year, BHS students and staff 
created a more inclusive and equitable learning environment. The activities, which aim to help students 
become more effective allies in combating bias and bullying in themselves, others, and society, included:

- A schoolwide signing of the “Resolution of Respect” activity, which was completed at the start of the school year. Resolutions 
were gathered, formed into wings, and displayed in the commons and front lobby.

- ‘Chalk the Walk’ events, where students wrote messages of peace and positivity on the sidewalk outside BHS. 

- The BHS Diversity Challenge, a contest completed in Fine Arts classes which asked students to create an original piece of  
artwork that captured their thoughts and feelings about diversity. 

Pictured above: De-Andre Watson, David Diaz Jr. and 
State Senator, Fred Akshar

E C O M E 
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PEP RallyPEP Rally
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Nicholas Gouldin
Valedictorian

Rochester Institute  
of Technology
Computer Science

Cecilia McDonald 
Salutatorian

SUNY Broome
Liberal Arts

BCSD CelebratesBCSD Celebrates          Top 10Top 10  SeniorsSeniors

22

55 66

99

Shannon Lesch

Rochester Institute  
of Technology
Photography & Imaging Arts

Roman Barnes

Rochester Institute  
of Technology 
Civil Engineering with minor in 
Music & Technology

Alexander  
MacBlane

Binghamton University
Engineering

11
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BCSD CelebratesBCSD Celebrates          Top 10Top 10  SeniorsSeniors

33 44

8877

1010

Adeline Utter

Binghamton University
Biology & Business 

Allyson Lauth

Ithaca College
Music Education

Ashley Katz

University at Buffalo
Psychology with minor in  
Music Performance

Ishtiaq  Ahmad

Binghamton University
Biology/Pre-med

Nikolos Zervos

Rochester Instutute  
of Technology
Engineering

E L I E V E
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Grad WalkGrad Walk
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BHS Celebrates Eight Student  BHS Celebrates Eight Student  
Athletes at Signing Day CeremonyAthletes at Signing Day Ceremony  

On Tuesday, June 7, the Binghamton City School District held a signing day 
ceremony to celebrate eight student athletes who committed to playing their 
sport at the collegiate level for the 2022-23 academic year.

Surrounded by their families and coaches, eight student athletes signed Let-
ters of Intent to play and study at their respective schools.

Congratulations to the following student athletes: 
Samantha Stanton – Softball, Mansfield University

Kia DuBose – Lacrosse, Medaille College 

Kevon Joseph – Lacrosse, SUNY Purchase

Xymier Thomas – Basketball, Medaille College

Bryce Felder – Football, Hartwick College Hawk

Joseph Oakley – Football, Buffalo State

Kip Isaac -  Track & Field, Misericordia University

Imanni McKenzie – Track & Field, SUNY Broome

E C O M E 
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280 BHS Graduates
105 Students graduated as Honor Graduates with  

a GPA of 87 or higher
27 Students were in the National Honor Society 
2 Full International Baccalaureate (IB) Graduates 
7 International Baccalaureate (IB) Career-related  

Program Graduates
22  Project Lead the Way Distintion

106  Rod Serling Distinction
10  NYS Business and Marketing Honor Society  

Candidates
7 Math Honor Society Candidates

14 Tri-M Music Honor Society Candidates
27 National Honor Society Candidates

4 - Army
1 - National Guard

2 - Air Force
18  Fall Scholar Athletes (GPA 90+)

13  Winter Scholar Athletes (GPA 90+)
22  Spring Scholar Athletes (GPA 90+)

2  Male athletes competed in state track
1  Male athlete competed in state wrestling  

tournament
4  Female athletes are girls flag football champs
2  Section IV Character counts Award Recipients

 1  Section IV Track & Field Sportsmanship  
Award Recipient

12 - Senior male athletes on the STAC  
metro division Champtionship Track team
2 - Seniors accepted into 10-12 BCMEA

 
 

Congratulations!Congratulations!

Class  of  2022Class  of  2022
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Spring ConcertsSpring Concerts
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BHS unified basketball builds inclusion, community
The Binghamton High School unified basketball team has had an  
incredible season, but the team’s success on the court is only the start.

The unified basketball team is coached by David Springer, who is also 
head coach of the school’s varsity basketball team. On the Unified team, 
typical student athletes and student athletes with special needs play on a 
basketball team together. The program not only teaches players the  
fundamentals of the sport, but also, important lessons about  
inclusiveness, friendship, and understanding.

“They are really excited. Sometimes on game day it’s actually hard to 
get them to concentrate on anything else,” PALS teacher John Sweeney 
said. “They just can’t wait for the game. It’s really been a tremendously 
positive force for them.” 

“I got started about two months ago, Coach Springer told my class  
about it,” Justin Rivas said. “I’m going to love basketball for the rest of 
my life.” 

Sweeney spoke about how the program gives students with special needs 
a unique opportunity to connect with their typical peers. Through this 
experience, the general education students have become even more 
accepting, empathetic, and understanding.

“Our PALS students walk the hallways and get high fives and praise 
from their classmates,” Sweeney said. “They are receiving really positive 
and appropriate attention.”

E L O N G 
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The Wizard of OzThe Wizard of Oz
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Patriots are first-ever Section IV flag football champs
The Binghamton Patriots claimed the first-ever Section IV flag 
football championship, with a big win over Union-Endicott on 
Sunday, June 12. 

Flag football was a brand-new spring sport opportunity for 
Section IV this year, and a welcomed one for students like the 
ultra-competitive Olivia Ackerson. 

“Once I really heard it was going, I got so excited, I probably told 
every single person I knew,” quarterback Ackerson, a junior at 
BHS, said.

It was a successful season that could not have culminated with a 
better outcome. 

"To jump into a new sport, and ask questions and learn the game, 

and then win a championship at the end of it, that's just a testa-
ment to them," Vaughn Labor, head coach of the girl’s flag foot-
ball team, said. "They'll get to say to the girls down the line, in 
ten, fifteen years, when this is hopefully a state-sponsored sport, 
we were the first Section IV team, we were the first to do it."

The Lady Patriots started off strong, with a 12-6 lead at halftime, 
but they dominated in the second half, truly showing the Tigers 
what they’re made of.  

"We're a halftime team, we really love to get into our groove and 
get into it," wide receiver Sugar Williams said. "We were all just 
hyping each other up, there was a huge conversation where we 
were like, we've got this. We're better. We're faster. It was just all 
that."

E C O M E 


